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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. ALTMIRE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 14, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JASON 
ALTMIRE to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, early Founders of the Na-
tion on this day in 1777 adopted a flag 
to symbolize their solidarity in defense 
and in belief of a new type of Republic. 
They selected stars and stripes to 
speak both of colonial individuality as 
State rights drawn upon a broader field 
of Federal identity. Our Pledge as a 
people means even more in today’s 
world on this Flag Day. 

Lord, fill us with promising hope and 
peaceful unity as we stare at the starry 
sky. Enable us to reach out further and 
further in the broad bands of freedom 
and compassion to fellow citizens of 
this world most in need. 

Lord, may this flag, before which we 
stand, be a mirror of this people and a 
sign of promise to others that equal 
justice under governing law assures 
progressive victory over egoism and 
evil, both in times of prosperity and 
adversity, in times of war, and peace. 

In our allegiance we witness to ‘‘one 
Nation under God’’ as a promise of 
what others in this world can yet be-
come. For this, we Americans stand to-
gether today, proud and strong, both 
now and forever. Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. HOBSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. HOBSON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 10 one- 
minute speeches on each side. 

f 

REPUBLICANS DELAY ACTION ON 
POPULAR MEASURES 

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
sure that people around the country 
have been wondering what was going 
on here for the past couple of days. My 
concern is that the people in Missouri’s 
5th District are quite concerned about 
homeland security and many of the 
issues that we must resolve. 

For example, there has been a delay 
on the construction of a fence on our 
southern border. If this were in a court, 
it would be called obstruction of con-
struction. It is a problem that is being 
caused by this unnecessary delay initi-
ated by the other party. 

This is a good bill. It had bipartisan 
support in the Appropriations Com-
mittee, but leaders on the other side of 
the aisle are choosing to delay things 
with political games. And so my hope 
is that from this day forward that both 
sides will work together to get a solid 
Homeland Security bill approved, as 
the American public deserves. 

f 

COMPLAINTS DEPARTMENT IS 
NOT GOOD ENOUGH 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I love my 
colleague from Missouri, appreciate his 
leading our prayer breakfast during the 
week; but he is wrong. This is not a de-
laying tactic. We have been bringing 
things out into the open with this bill, 
with our discussions of the Homeland 
Security bill, and he knows and we 
know that the bill does not have to be 
approved until September because it 
doesn’t go into effect until October so 
we are not delaying any fence building. 

The discussions we have been having 
on the floor have been tremendously 
enlightening, as the Republicans have 
fought literally through the night to 
restore openness to our government. 
My colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle have raised these complaints that 
we are distracting from the real issue. 

The debate on making earmarks pub-
lic before we vote on the bill is the real 
issue. I can think of nothing more im-
portant than defending the rights of 
Members of this House to contest po-
tentially wasteful spending requests. 
But as we have highlighted for the past 
couple of days, the majority wants to 
kill that right and instead replace it 
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